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By Soraya Umewaka, documentary filmmaker
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From documentary ‘I Am Happy’



Challenging Preconceptions Through Films

From documentary ‘I Am Happy’



Ability to distinguish between a scientific claim
and a subjective/biased opinion




Teacher’s understanding of bias, prejudice and
discrimination and the limitations of rationality




Trusting parent’s judgment

Transition from being a dependent thinker to an independent thinker




Questioning Authority

Teachers are not immune to propagating irrational thoughts

=== T Bi
—,L‘_ -l‘rl Al o Ul el e .|‘| -”’<.v;\_7 -;“
A T T (s s=e v
=S¥l TN

BRI

North Korea




O Can we encourage students to obtain
knowledge while being aware of the
limitations of rationality!

O Takes effort to be rational

0O Guiding students’ questions/discussions to
find evidence that supports arcuments
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Photography by James Nachtwey Bacteria



How easy it is to make statements that are not
supported by facts/evidence

Can irrational beliefs harm people/societies!?




Being Critical of Social Divisions

“We are well within the grasp of being able to demonstrate that
bigotry and prejudice has no scientific basis and it is purely bigotry
and prejudice that are driving some of the divides that separate
people of the world today.

[ think if we can make it understood and clear that irrespective of
our superficial features we are one people and we owe it to each
other to respect each other as one species, one people with one

origin we may get over some of the hurdles that the 215t century are
offering us.” Richard Leakey (paleoanthropologist)




“I Am Happy” (Rio, de Janeiro, Brazil)







“Tomorrow We Will See” (Lebanon)







Doy 1

Tomorrow We Will See

A documentary by Soraya Umewaka




“A Class Divided” (blue eyes versus brown eyes)
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Documentary by William Peters



How discrimination affects child’s personality
and academic performance

O

“I watched what had been marvelous, cooperative,
wonderful thoughtful children turn into nasty, vicious,
discriminating little third graders in the space of fifteen
minutes.” Jane Elliot



Limitation of Perception

When we see something, our eyes try to make sense of
what we are seeing and we try to put together our
sensory input in a meaningful manner.

“Seeing is believing?”

“Although vision seems to us as stable, complete and
uninterrupted, the underlying mechanism is
changeable, spotty, and broken.” Arne Dietrich,
neuroscientist




Limitations of Memory

Memories constructed to fit our internal narrative.
Memories can fuse together and change over time.
We invent details to make them fill in the gaps.

Inaccuracies of eye witnesses (contaminate each other’s
accounts bringing them in line with each other.)

(Steven Novella, neurologist)



Beliefs

Our brains are 'belief machines' motivated to believe.

When prophesies fail the believers are strengthened in

their belief.

How many of our beliefs come from in-group loyalties,
from our community, friends, parents!?



Did you choose your religion,
or did someone else choose it for you?

Forcing dogma on a Forcing dogma on a
five year old twenty-five year old

Did you know that dinosaurs
are extinct because they
couldn't fit on Noah's Ark?

Did you know that an invisible
bearded flyng man created
everything in the universe?

Oceans, di rs, black holes,
peoplﬁaﬁuvmgmmu HAHAHAHAHAHAHAHA

Yeah and Jesus rode a velociraptor
when he defeated Jehovah's army of
Okay Dad!
I wil believe this for
the rest of my life.




How to examine the evidence in an age of
misinformation

O  Scams, superstitious beliefs, myths, false market
claims, pseudoscience, wishful thinking

O Examine the premise and logic of the argument
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BEST BUY GIFT CARD

Participation Required, Click for Details

Please complete the following steps:

1. Enter Your E-mail Address:

CONTINUE




The Gorayeb Method Of Hypnosis )m'i( So You...

LOSE WEIGHT

with HYPNOSIS
100% Written Guarantee

You will lose weight - we guarantee it! Lose all the weight you want. [n fact, if you ever want
reinforcement, you may attend any Gorayeb Weight Loss Seminar free of charge or, if for any
reason you are not completely satisfied with our program, you may have a complete refund
anytime within 45 days of this seminar.

A ComPLETE GUARANTEE PROGRAM!
Designed So You Will Lose The Weight You Want To Lose With:

@ No Dieting [ No Hunger [ No Cravings

We Guarantee It! [only
That's right. Regardless of your past experk- $ 5 9 &

ence trying to lose weight, YOU HAVE OUR

Ower S00.000 people have
attended our hypnosis
seatinars. It can work
for you TRY IT

GUARANTEE THAT YOU WILL LOSE

WEIGHT, without hunger, without cravings,

without going on a dlet or your money back. comple te !

Using The Po“rer Of Cash, Check or Credit Cards
Ronald B. Gorayeb  Hypnosis To Lose Weight Call Toll Free for
Certified Hypootherapist group discounts or for

At this seminar you will experience two
hypnotic sessions designed to eliminate unwanted
cravings, reduce your consumption of sweets,
and break the impulsive/compulsive eating habit,
designed so you can Jose 30 Ibs., 50 Ibs.. even
120 Ibs. quickly and safely.

corporae on-site seminars:

1-800-786-7123

For A Location Near You -
Look On the Reverse!

www.trim123.com

I still can't believe the weight | lost, | never
thought I could do tt. But when I walked out
of the seminar, { knew in my heart it would
wovk! I lost 101 1bs. and feel like Cinderella
My mother lost 80 Ibs. and my best friend
lost 30 lbs. Sometimes [ think of Ron as my
Fairy Godfather' for making this dream
come true.”

Linda Mraz, PA (lost 101 1bs.*)




“If the child shows a natural talent for dance,
movement, chanting, or even for roles showing anger,
he should be left to perform them as he will. He
should not be taught “This is good” or “This is bad.” If
a child is admonished too much, he will lose heart; and
if performance begins to be tiresome, he will eventually
quit altogether.” Zeami (founder of Noh Theater)
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